Turkey

urkey speeds into the

Turkey is well on the way to creating a high-speed rail network
af almost 3000km, with the first new line due to open this year,
David Briginshaw reports from Istanbul.

HE first sectionm of the 533km

high-speed line linking the

Turkish capital Ankara with its
cosmmercial centre Istanbul is due to
open -|".'Ir|:|.' this VINAR. This will mark the
start of a major transformation of lomg-
distance rail fravel in Turkey.

Turkish State Railways' (TCDLY
market share of passenger traffic is a
miserable 3%, despite a sharp increase
im the coumtry's population from 51.4
mitllon i 1985 4o 71 million |:|'I'|.‘|.'I:'¢'.
There are three main reasons for this
Inzufficient money has been inviested m
thie existing rail network, which means
that rail travel s very slow and trains
Are ir.fn,x]lmnt. a0 rail i EI“}""L'!L"!‘E'-I.!-
l,|1|,q;b;1|'|:.|_'u_l|i‘|1'|.'|_' with road, let alonae air
transport

T rmake matters worse, theme ane
sevieral major cities in ]url-u.':-' that do
not have direct rail connections betwesn
thiern, such as From Ankarca fo Konya m
the south and Sivas in the east, and
there are other i|1|.pur|.1n| cities such as
Bursa and Antalva that do not have a
raibway at all. Indeed most of the main
holiday resorts along the south coast an:
iotally devoid of railways.

Fenally, there has been an c-._ﬂ-hHmn in
road transport, Thore were only 2.4
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million automobiles on Turkizh roads in
1985 compared with 135 million today -
that's a 40 increxse, and the numbers
are siill Asing. According to Turkey™s
transport minister, Mr Binali Yildirim,
this has major consequences for Turkish
peopie and the cconomy, He says ksl
NN pu -.;1|'||1- ane killed on Turkish roads
each year and TN people are
'_I'Iiﬁ.lrl_.'l.,t i accidents, This s estimated to
cost the Turkish cconomy SUS 3.5
billton a year, mot o mention the misery
and suffering road accidents cause

The government has fnally decided
1o Lok to radl to solve its road traffic
nightmare. "For the first ime since 1944
ol Failway= are now at the cenire of
our tranaport pollcy,™ says Yikdirim
“We plan te invest €1 trillion up to
2025." The cormerstones of the railway
investmment plan ane the tunned iwnder
the Bosphorus in stanbul to link the
European and Asian parts of Turkey by
rail for the first ime, and the high-
'\_-\.I_'\ll_'l.,‘\-d nichwork.

Plans tao F1|:|'.!.l" 1 {EAS IN the Turkish
rall network have been aroungd for
decades, amad construction stared in the
1080 an a 260km direct lime Ffrom
Ankara to Arfyve, bat work stopped
when the project ran out of funds,

Exiiing brwes
= M5 lired coemiphahiodd
= HS i UNCoT DO s oy
Piasrgdd HES ngd
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While the direct line waould have cut the
Ankara = Istanbul jpurney tme
dramatically, it did not serve importani
oentres af .-\u:-pl.:l.l.l:l-.':l. .:|-.=-1l.!.: th DHISRNG
Lirve, in particular Eskischir

When the plans to build new lines
wiere dusted off again, the griginal plan
was ho Llpp‘r.'u'lq' and double-track the
cxishing Ankara - Istanbul main line,
bt this did maot repreent ol valise
for money because of the high cost of
rebuilding an exasting railway il
maintaining services, and the joumcy
timee savings would not have bean
srithicseril b 1'¢'|.3k|,' I‘"|1| ;‘l'll'l'lF'H'lZHI'l.'l,'. S0 it
was decided 1o build a faew 250km Fh
doubli-track electrifled railway oma
new alignment, but whene '|.1|l.=~'-i|:'ll.= e
the exastng ratlway

The 208k Farsk |1|:|_'|'u' ab th s
railway runs from Sincan, bo e west of
Ankara, to Inonu, to the west of
I._-.Li'\.q.'l'"r ||_n-\.| FLIMTIE O thi first
ST ;'\-:-_'h';i sechion started in April 200
usinge Nalian Bail Metwork's ETR 500
test train. The tests were organised and
comducted by bder Mec, laly

CAE "-'~|'-.1i|.1.. has deliversd a feet of 10
six-car 250km /h emus o launch ies
high=speed services, Two sebs can
operate in multiple o form a 12-car
tradm, and it will be |'u--'\-i'|'-|-.' to add b
cars to each set o create sight-car sets
The fouar centre cars in cach set ane
|'|||'|'|-|'.'\:'|.|. wilh ome trachion molor per
I"'il:_"h_' The rains have rejgenerabnge
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future

braking. prcumalically-controlled disc
brakes, and wheel shide protection.
Thasde FERITYR WA ||- also |'H_' [NE=Y sl o ther

Ankara F.ur!:l..'a 'I'ui;.'_l'.-~.|1|.~:'.l i,
comsdruction of which i a1 an advanoed
LTI Tha line s conmected to the
Ambkara - [stanbail lime at Polatli, and
whien both Limes ane oo |1'.:':|'-. raial
transport will for the first time provide
'|'.|:._-'.".||, -attractive in'|r|1|.-3.'~. Eimmes From
Amkara to Konyva (1h 15min) and
Istanbul (3h)

Construction s underway of the first
section of the SUS 1.8 billion I'."'fl'il.'\.': {n]
build & 250km 'k line from Ankara east
lo Sivas. This is another project which
will plug a gap in the rail network, as
||'-|_' EXISRNE |||'||,' runs south via E.‘l?a."-l."'l'i
which iz a 138km detour companed
with the mew line. Again, a dramatic
recluction in the jourmey time will make
rail a viable opkiom on this rowbe.

Wark should start this vear on the

Ovve of the now sic-car 250kmdh emus supplred by CAF to TCOD,

S5 2 Billion r\-n-i:*ﬂ toy biled & 524km
line between Ankara and lzmir
Tarkey”s third largest city. As with the
K osiva progect, the piew line seill start
from Polatli and create a dirrect link o
Afyvon. The rest of the line will be budlt
im the l."\.i*-lil'.[" rail corridaor, ':"H'-\.'F'I far a
new direet alignment from Alasehir bo
| #mmiir,

Trains from Lemibr o Ankaea currenthy
wse 4 mone northerly route via Balikesar
and Eskisehir, which ks about 200km
lomgrer thain the new line. [t & hopisd o

Turkish high-speed projects

Lina Status

kg - Istanbul Lindér constniction
#Ankara - Komya Undor constnuction
Ankaara - Svas Conracing phass
Ankara - lzmir Final dasign completed
Dsmangh - Burga Final gasign compléied
Istanbaul - Edima Final dasign complatod
Ankara - Kaysor Plannad

Eskischir - Antalra Planned

* i Ky IeTT

F vl iy

IR) January 2009

Langth Journey times
Currant Future  Current
SEZm SAIm  Bh 30min 3h
Mo radeay FN2m Mo mivay
BOZom® 466km  11h 10min 3h
B25krm E23km  13h 30mint
Mo mabway  106km WO vy
28 3m 230km  Sh 20min
381 km J50km Th 17 min
Mo mabasy  A30km Mo vy

Futurs
1h 15min

3h Mmin

A0min
1h ZH0min
Th 15min
Thi 45min

cormplete this project in five years,

Bursa is Turkey™s fowrth Larpest iy
with a |_'I.:F"l.|!|'llllll'l of about 1.5 emilliom,
and vet it is not connected bo the
pational railway, A new 106km line is
planmied at a cost of €280 mill:on, and i
is hoped to fund this relatively small
praject as a public-private -|'-.|rtrn.-r:~h|;~

[Mree more limes are planned:
Istantul = Edirne in the European part
ik ||,|r'J“'l, |II"\.| fop w |'|I-\.\,|'| |'\l'..'|1l.'\- are Fairly
wiell advanced, Eskisehir - Alyvon -
Antalya, and from Kayseri to Yerkay to
connect with the Sivas - Ankara
high-speed line

Completion of all eaght 250km ./
rarlways will g0 a |-.'-I'-!.'. way o
tran=form rail traved in Turkey. But
there will still be more to do in the
future, such as re |1|.|-.'.n;..' thie Eram
ferry across Lake Van with a
railway arosend it fo |1!|.|_.'_ the gap in
the main line to Iran, and providing
bedter rail connections o Adana
and Gaziantep, Turkey's fourth and
fifth largest cities=. HRJ
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